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T H E  M E D A L L I O N  

LOOKING BACK: NATIONAL RECOGNITION WEEK 2008 
B y  S I M O N E  O L S O N  

This past June, 139 Presiden-
tial Scholars arrived in Wash-
ington D.C. for several days of 
seminars, community service 
activities and recitals, recep-
tions and ceremonies 
held in their honor. In 
addition, this year over 
90 teachers accompanied 
their Scholars to share in 
the celebration, to par-
ticipate in professional 
development activities, 
and to receive honors as 
winners of the Teacher 
Recognition Award. 
 
This year‘s welcome re-
ception was held at the 
National Air and Space Mu-
seum where Scholars, teach-
ers and families were able to 
mingle and celebrate together. 

Due to the dedication of our 
alums, we were able to offer 

several workshop panels dis-
cussing careers in business, 
medicine, government and the 
nonprofit arenas. Julie Goran, 
(PS ‘96 MO) and Kristiana 

Garcia (PS ‘95 NM) organized 
the alumni workshops, which 
have been quite popular over 
the last three years.  

Scholars also participated in 
an engaging conversation 
about human rights with Sean 
Litton, Vice President of Field 
Operations at the Interna-

tional Justice Mission 
(IJM). Sean also spoke 
about IJM‘s work to 
secure justice for vic-
tims of slavery, sexual 
exploitation and other 
forms of violent oppres-
sion around the globe.  

To honor their teachers, 
each member of the 
2008 Scholars‘ class 
presented his or her 
most influential teacher 

with a commemorative plaque 
during the annual Teacher 
Recognition Dinner at the 
Andrew W. Mellon Audito-
rium. Speakers included Paul 
Vallas, a member of the Com-

(Continued on page 2) 

Jacinth Greywoode, (PS ’08 AL) 

is congratulated by U.S. Deputy 

Sec. of Education Ray Simon 

Dear Scholar Alumni, 

Welcome to the next issue of The Medallion! 
National Recognition Week has come and 
gone, and we hope you enjoy the highlights in 
our feature article above. By all accounts, it 
was a huge success—volunteers came from all 
parts of the country to lend a hand, to share 
their experiences, and to help inspire and be 
inspired by the newest batch of Presidential 
Scholars. Congratulations!  

Behind the scenes, preparations for NRW 
2009 are well under way, with new appointees 
to the White House Commission on Presiden-
tial Scholars. To shed light on the process, we 
asked alumni in the Department of Education 
to write a few words describing what‘s to come 
as the new President takes office.  

 

We‘re proud to report that participation on our 
monthly conference calls has increased quite a 
bit. It‘s exciting to see the word being spread 
and equally thrilling to hear about all the great 
things we are involved in. If you have any news 
you‘d like to share, send it our way! 

Finally, and most importantly: THANK YOU 
to all our sponsors and contributors who en-
thusiastically lead and support our efforts.  If 
you‘d like to join in on the calls, write for the 
newsletter, or contribute in any other way, 
please do not hesitate to reach out! 

From the digital editorial desk, 

Virgil Calejesan (PS ‘98 PR), John Knox  
(PS ‘83 AL), Michelle Wu (PS ‘03 IL) 

F ROM  T H E  E D I T ORS…  
V I R G I L  C A L E J E S A N ,  J O H N  K N O X  &  M I C H E L L E  W U  

P r e s i d e n t i a l  
S c h o l a r  T r i v i a  

The Presidential 

Scholar Class of 2008 

has only 139 members, 

instead of the usual 141 

Scholars. Why the dif-

ference in 2008? 

A. Downsizing due to 

funding cuts 

B. Extraordinary 

Scholarly talent 

C. Two scholars dis-

appeared at NRW 

(For the  answer, see 

the bottom of page 3) 



mission on Presidential Scholars and 
Superintendent of the New Orleans Re-
covery School District, and 2007 Na-
tional Teacher of the Year Andrea Peter-
son, an elementary school music teacher 
from Washington State. Texas Scholar 
Christina Chang and Colorado Scholar 
Samuel Galler represented the class of 
2008 in honoring their respective teach-
ers - Mark Misage, an AP Physics in-
structor from Austin‘s Westlake High 
School, and Spanish teacher Leticia De 
Lozano, from Boulder High School. And 
this year‘s popular alumni keynote was 
given by White House Deputy Staff Sec-
retary Brent McIntosh (PS ‘92 MI), who 
thanked the assembled teachers for 
their excellence and service, and offered 
some pertinent advice to the 2008 
Scholars (see below). 

Other highlights included several long-
standing signature events: an exhibition 
of works by the 2008 Scholars in the 
visual and literary arts at the Smith-
sonian National Portrait Gallery, as well 
as a seminar on financial literacy of-
fered by key program sponsor GMAC 
Financial Services, which has over the 

(Continued from page 1) course of more the 20 years contributed 
more than $2 million in support of Na-
tional Recognition Week and the Schol-
ars. The week culminated with a Scholar 
photo with President Bush and Secre-
tary of Education Margaret Spellings at 
the White House, followed by an eve-
ning medallion presentation by Deputy 
Secretary of Education Ray Simon, and 
performances by twelve performing 
Arts Scholars, in the 2,400-seat Concert 
Hall of the Kennedy Center.  

In his message to the eighth and final 
class of Scholars honored during his 
administration, President Bush referred 
to the program‘s 44-year history and 
accomplished alumni community, tell-
ing the 2008 honorees: ―You are some 
of America‘s most promising students, 
excelling in both academics and as lead-
ers in your community, and you join a 
distinguished group of Presidential 
Scholars who have gone on to successful 
careers in business, science, the arts, 
and public service. I commend you for 
your hard work and commitment, and 
for making the right choices to achieve 
your goals. I encourage you to continue 
using your talent to help other people 
and set a good example for your genera-
tion.‖   

In looking back on their week, here are 
a few sentiments the 2008 Scholars had 
to share (many, no doubt very familiar 
to you readers): 

―An amazing experience!‖ 

―I have come away from NRW with a 
whole new outlook on my future.‖ 

―This was an awesome program. Out-
standing People. It was truly an honor 
to be a part of PSP and NRW!‖ 

―This program provides an incredible 
opportunity for Scholars to meet people 
across the nation and world.‖ 

―The public service and alumni work-
shops really expanded my goals for the 
future.‖ 

―I will never forget NRW.‖  

Photos from this year’s National Recog-
nition Week can be found on the U.S. 
Department of Education’s website at: 
h t t p : / / w w w . e d . g o v / n e w s /
photos/2008/presidentialscholars.html  

This year’s yearbook can be found at: 
http://www.ed.gov/programs/psp/
awards.html  

L OOK IN G  B A C K:  N A T ION A L  R EC OGN IT IO N  W E E K  2008 ( C O N T I N U E D )  

B y  S I M O N E  O L S O N  
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Scholarly Advice from White House Deputy Staff Secretary Brent McIntosh (PS ‟92 MI) 

―The challenges of life are infinitely varied. You can‘t be an expert in everything. And that fact is key to the 

biggest decision currently facing many of you: how to structure your education….The One Big Message I want 

to convey is: it is great teachers, not great subject matters that make great educations. ‗Embrace serendipity‘ is 

Corollary Number One. Corollary Number Two is, ‗preserve your well-roundedness.‘ Some of you have master 

plans. If you don‘t have one right now, don‘t worry. It‘ll come. If you do, that‘s wonderful; I applaud that. But 

you should be ready to deviate from it. Or modify it. Or supplement it. Or even abandon it. Never dismiss an 

opportunity solely because it doesn‘t appear on your master plan. Never decline to take a class with a great 

teacher solely because the subject matter doesn‘t advance your master plan. There were probably Athenians 

who could have learned at the feet of Socrates, but declined because he wasn‘t teaching the right subject: (‗If 

only Socrates were teaching contemporary Sumerian art this semester…!‘) Study under great teachers. 

Seemingly irrelevant topics taught by great teachers are not distractions from your specialty….You need depth 

of knowledge ... but you will always be well served by breadth of knowledge. Strive to model yourselves on the 

great teachers who have brought you to this room ... and whom you‘ve brought to this room.‖ 

L OOK IN G  A H EA D:  N A T ION A L  R EC OGN IT I ON  W E E K  2009  

First thing in January, the preparation 

for NRW 2009 moved into high gear. 

As we get ready for this year‘s applica-

tion process, we also begin planning 

exciting activities and events for the 

incoming class of Scholars. National 

Recognition Week 2009 is tentatively 

scheduled for June 20-24 this year. 

Please consider joining us to celebrate 

the accomplishments of the newest 

class of Scholars and remember your 

own. It should be an extra special year 

as it will also be the first year with a 

brand new Commission representing a 

new President of the United States.  

http://www.ed.gov/news/photos/2008/presidentialscholars.html
http://www.ed.gov/news/photos/2008/presidentialscholars.html
http://www.ed.gov/programs/psp/awards.html
http://www.ed.gov/programs/psp/awards.html


B) Extraordinary Talent  
Thankfully, the Presidential 
Scholars Program saw nei-
ther downsizing nor de-
creased talent in 2008.  On 
the contrary, the Class of 
2008 features only 139 
members (instead of the 
usual 141), because two 
Scholars were honored in 
both Academics and in the 
Arts. Congratulations and 
Bravo to Julie Zhu and Re-
becca Anderson! 

Alumna volunteer Linda Falcão shares some recent news about her volunteer work in student 
services. The history of her organization is excerpted from www.americaserves.net. 

My most recent new venture is AMERICA SERVES, which seeks to promote teen service initia-
tives by providing support for students looking to generate funds and awareness for the service 
organization of their choice.  Based on my six years of experience as a grassroots community 
organizer in the field of student service, I wrote a book, the AMERICA SERVES Student Jour-
nal, which in June of 2008 was presented by the Department of Education to the 2008 Presi-
dential Scholars and their teachers.  I sent materials about this teen service program to the 
Obama campaign as well, and in November, 2008, the Obama/Biden transition team adopted 
the name ―AMERICA SERVES‖ for its teen service initiatives.  If you know high school or col-
lege students looking to do some good in the world, please send them to 
www.americaserves.net. 

 The History of AMERICA SERVES 
AMERICA SERVES founder Linda Falcão says, ―In 2002, my daughter Lauren, a sophomore at 
Lower Merion High School in Ardmore, PA asked me what could be done about the problem of 
female genital mutilation in Third World countries, which she had learned about in her social 
studies class.  Inspired by the Judy Garland/Mickey Rooney reruns of my youth, I said, ‗Let‘s 
put on a show!‘ And thus GUAVA, Girls United Against Violence Anywhere, was born.‖  Com-
posed of five girls from Lower Merion, their parents, and other interested students, GUAVA 
presented its first fund-raising gala on February 12, 2003, and raised $5,000 for the Tasaru 
Girls Rescue Centre in Kenya, a safehouse for girls fleeing genital mutilation.  Inspired by their 
success, and the fun and meaning they found in creating this impact on the world, the girls 
sought and obtained club status at their school under the name Students United Against Vio-
lence Everywhere (SUAVE).  Linda Falcão‘s six years of involvement with this club and experi-
ence in guiding and mentoring these students inspired her to found AMERICA SERVES and 
develop the student journal to help other high school students have this experience. 

Since 2002, these students have raised over $50,000 for:  
- the Tasaru Girls Rescue Centre in Kenya, a safehouse for girls fleeing female genital muti-
lation, www.vday.org 

- Central Asia Institute, an organization which builds schools to educate girls in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, www.ikat.org 

- Roots of Peace, working with the Halo Trust to de-mine land around a children‘s school in 
Afghanistan, www.rootsofpeace.org 

- United Movement to End Child Soldiering, an organization dedicated to ending the 
kidnapping of children to serve in Ugandan armies, and educating and rehabilitating former 
child soldiers, www.endchildsoldiering.org 

- Orphans of Rwanda, a nonprofit that cares for children orphaned in the 1994 genocide, 
www.orphansofrwanda.org 

- Campaign for Innocent Victims of International Conflict, offering medical and living 
assistance to civilian victims of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, www.civicworldwide.org 

In addition to raising funds, SUAVE members have made presentations to local organizations 
on the problem being addressed by the chosen beneficiary, and engaged in letter-writing cam-
paigns to government representatives urging them to take action on the issue. 

A  D A Y  IN  T H E  L IFE  OF  A N  A L U MN A  V OL U N T E ER  
B y  L I N D A  F A L C Ã O  

“Inspired by 

the Judy 

Garland/

Mickey 

Rooney 

reruns of 

my youth, I 

said, „Let‟s 

put on a 

show!‟” 
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Linda Falcão (PS ’78 
MD), founder of AMER-
ICA SERVES, with Greg 
Mortenson of the Central 
Asia Institute 

An sw er  to  Tr iv ia  
Q u estio n  ( p. 1 )  

V OL U N T EER S  N EED ED!  

Speaking of volunteerism, the 

Foundation and the Alumni 

association are always inter-

ested in exploring new ideas 

activities during the year, 

please contact Avery Gardiner   

at:  agardiner@presidential 

scholars.org!  

and efforts to support the 

Presidential Scholars pro-

gram. If you‘re looking to get 

involved with NRW or other 

http://www.americaserves.net/
mailto:agardiner@presidentialscholars.org
mailto:agardiner@presidentialscholars.org


SCHOLARLY SHOUTOUTS!  

Help your co-editor 

hatch a plan: 

Are any PS alums out there former 

employees of Chick-fil-A, the 

Georgia-based restaurant chain 

with the funny cow commercials?  

Chick-fil-A heavily supports 

education, and I would like to 

contact them about possibly 

supporting the Presidential 

Scholars.  (Imagine the Chick-fil-A 

cow at the White House!)  Any 

pitch of this sort would go over 

much better if I could connect 

Chick-fil-A with our program 

directly, e.g. Scholars who once 

worked for them.   

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a t 

John_Andrew_Knox@yahoo.com 

if you have a Chick-fil-A 

connection, or if you have other 

ideas about soliciting bucks from 

very smart clucks.  

Page 4 T H E  M E D A L L I O N ,  W I N T E R  2 0 0 9  

A FUNDRAISING CALL TO ACTION 
B y  R E N A  X U  &  M E L I S S A  A P O S T O L I D E S  

is actively pursuing an ongoing, two-part 

fundraising effort: to secure financial sup-

port for each year‘s recognition events, and 

to establish a million-dollar fund in support 

of  the  Presidential  Scholars  Program  by 

2014, the program‘s 50th anniversary.  Any 

funds received in excess of annual expenses 

are applied toward the 50th Anniversary 

reserve  fund,  which  currently  stands  at 

$100,000.  

We want to recognize your help in continu-

ing the wonderful tradition of the Presiden-

tial Scholars Program. Thank you for your 

personal contributions as well as the corpo-

rate referrals and charitable matching pro-

grams that have come through alumni em-

ployers and connections. Your support is 

more important than ever and represents a 

sure investment in the future.  

For more information or to submit your 
secure online contribution, please visit our 
support website at: http://
www.presidentialscholars.org/support.asp  

What are your fondest memories of Na-

tional Recognition Week? Perhaps they 

include meeting with dignitaries in the na-

tion‘s capital, being part of the tangible 

energy at the Kennedy Center performance, 

bonding and building lasting friendships 

with other amazing Presidential Scholars?   

 

Each year, all of these wonderful experi-

ences are made possible for a new class of 

Scholars by the generous support of Presi-

dential Scholar alumni like you.  No federal 

funds are mandated to support NRW, and 

so every contribution you make plays a vital 

role in providing for the Scholars, from the 

basics of housing, meals, and transporta-

tion to the unique and enriching events that 

make NRW so memorable.   

Given the economic downturn, the contin-

ued competition for ever-more-scarce fed-

eral resources, and the steady increase of 

costs  for  transportation,  sites and event 

costs in Washington, D.C., the Foundation 

Linda Falcão (PS ’78 MD), featured 
in our A Day in the Life spotlight, shares: 
―I‘m well and happy and living outside of 
Philadelphia with my husband. Our 
three grown kids are out in the world, 
one a junior fellow at the Carnegie En-
dowment, the second a researcher at the 
U of KY, and the third is a professional 
poker player.  I‘m a civil rights lawyer, 
and I mediate workplace disputes and do 
internal EEO investigations.  Life is 
good! Happy New Year to all!‖ 

Last Spring‘s Newsletter stirred up a few 
shoutouts from fellow scholars. Jake 
O’Shea (PS ’93 CT), Teri Pettit (PS 
’72 NM), and Lauren Malan (PS ’98 
CT) send their kind words of support 
applauding the efforts to increase aware-
ness and connections among alumni. As 
a small bit of trivia, Brent “Husk” 
Crowther (PS ’85 UT) wrote to inform 
us that a previous version of The Medal-
lion existed in the mid-1990‘s. Certainly 

Greetings Fellow Scholars!  

As we all know, an Alumni Newsletter 
without Alumni News, is just, well…  
a —Letter. Help us avoid this foreshort-
ening and send your news to:  
medallion.newsletter@gmail.com 

From the desk of Brian Abrams (PS 
’96 CO), our illustrious online social 
networking guru: ―One quick update 
from me is that I got married on Septem-
ber 20. . .My wife‘s maiden name was 
Nora Burnett.  Now, Nora Abrams.‖ Con-
grats Brian! 

Stephanie Waters (PS ’99 MD) let us 
know she left NYC and moved back to 
DC and is performing in the Signature 
Theatre production of Les Miserables. In 
response to our curious prodding, 
Stephanie replies, ―I was an Arts Scholar 
in ‘99 and yes this gig is a continuation of 
a 15-year career in the arts.‖ Bravo! 

looking forward to hearing more from 
you in the next edition. 

 
Finally, John Knox (PS ’83 AL) writes 
that the NRW 2008 yearbook included a 
new feature: messages of congratulations 
and support from alumni. A few of the 
alumni submitting messages in the year-
book included: Mia Riverton (Actress-
Writer-Producer, PS ‘95 IN), Elizabeth 
Cheng Krist (Senior Photo Editor for 
National Geographic, PS ‘75 MO), Tess 
Anderson, (Undergraduate at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, PS ‘06 WI), Scott 
Ellis (Transition Lead for the USC New 
Teacher Center, PS ‘89 CO), John Knox, 
(Assistant Professor at the University of 
Georgia, PS ‘83 AL and Co-editor of The 
Medallion!), and Alan Zhou (University 
of Oxford Graduate Student bound for 
Duke School of Medicine, PS ‘02 FL). 

Thank you again for all your updates!  

mailto:John_Andrew_Knox@yahoo.com
http://www.presidentialscholars.org/support.asp
http://www.presidentialscholars.org/support.asp
mailto:medallion.newsletter@gmail.com
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The economy may have veered 
downward, but Presidential Scholar 
networking is on the up and up. 

Last year scholars revved their so-
cial networking into high gear by 
launching brand new groups on 
Facebook and LinkedIn.   And like 
any good start-up, the groups are 
evolving toward a higher purpose. 
Taking advantage of new online 
features, scholars are now actively 
networking both professionally and 
socially. 

On the social front, Katherine Klem 
(PS ‘04 KY) organized a November 
get together in Boston for over two 
dozen scholars at an area colleges 
using Facebook to announce and 
coordinate the event. 

Meanwhile, scholars have used 
LinkedIn‘s platform to hire, look for 
jobs, put deals together, share news 
articles, or simply connect with like
-minded alumni. 

They certainly have a wide range to 
choose from.  More than 140 schol-
ars now on LinkedIn have gone on 
to pursue a broad and diverse range 
of professions (see sidebar). 

As these online groups continue to 
expand, the so-called network effect 
should take hold and exponentially 
increase group activity and commu-
nication among alumni.  That will 
go a long way towards transforming 
the initiative into something akin to 
the alumni networks of the White 
House Fellows, Harvard Business 
School, McKinsey, and the like. 

Although online participation has 
grown dramatically over the past 
couple of years, the PS program still 
has a long way to go to reconnect all 
6,000 of its alumni.  If you have not 
yet joined these groups, please take 
a moment to do so by following 
these simple steps: 

LinkedIn: Click on the link below, 
sign in or join LinkedIn, and then 
j o i n  t h e  g r o u p .  h t t p : / /
w w w . l i n k e d i n . c o m / e /
gis/51547/46B3A941F0B8 

Facebook: Create an account on 
Facebook.com, visit the following 
link, and click ―Join Group.‖ http://
www.facebook.com/group.php?
gid=10732811930  

Regardless of when you were chosen as 
a Presidential Scholar, doubtless you 
still remember some highlights of Na-
tional Recognition Week.  Perhaps you 
also recall the feeling of receiving the 
letter announcing your selection as a 
Scholar, or even receiving the invita-
tion to apply to the program and filling 
out your candidacy materials.  But did 
you ever wonder exactly how the selec-
tion process really works?   

The United States Presidential Schol-
ars Program was established in 1964, 
by Executive Order of the President to 
recognize and honor some of our Na-
tion‘s most distinguished graduating 
high school seniors. In 1979, the Pro-
gram was extended to recognize stu-

THE PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR SELECTION PROCESS 
B y  S I M O N E  O L S O N  

W ORK IN G  T H E  N ET W ORK  
B y  B R I A N  A B R A M S  

Business  
Bril Flint (PS ‘79 SD),  
Angel investor 

Technology  
Julia Lee (PS ‘93 MD), Director 
of Engineering at Yahoo! 

Film 
Mia Riverton (PS ‘95 IN),  
Film specialist at Harvardwood 

Law 
Carlton Larson (PS ‘93 ND),  
Law professor at UC Davis 

Medicine 
Melisa W. Lai Becker (PS ‘90 PA), 
ER physician at Cambridge Health 
Alliance, instructor at Harvard Med 

Academia 
Michelle Povinelli (PS‘93 OH), 
Assistant professor of Electrical 
Engineering at USC 

Journalism 
Zach Coleman (PS ‘90 NC),  
Editor at the Financial Times 

Education  
Ann Waterman Roy (PS ‘95 IA), 
Executive director, Excel Academy 

Military  
Glenn Schatz (PS ‘99 AZ), Senior 
instructor, US Naval Academy 

A Sampling of PS Alumni on LinkedIn 

dents are selected on the basis of their 
academic and artistic scholarship in the 
visual arts, the performing arts, or crea-
tive writing. In 2008 we had a class of 
139 scholars because two scholars were 
designated as Presidential Scholars in 
both academics and the arts – an excit-
ing first for the program, and evidence 
of the great depth and breadth of talent 
we celebrate each year! 

The academic component draws from a 
pool of students who have scored excep-
tionally well on the College Board SAT 
or the ACT Assessment. Eligible stu-
dents are U.S. citizens graduating or 
receiving a diploma between January 
and August of the current program year, 

(Continued on page 6) 

dents who demonstrate exceptional 
talent in the visual, creative and per-
forming arts. Each year, up to 141 stu-
dents are named as Scholars, one of the 
Nation‘s highest honors for high school 
students. The Scholars represent excel-
lence in education and the promise of 
greatness in young people. In honoring 
the Presidential Scholars, the President 
of the United States symbolically hon-
ors all graduating high school seniors 
with notable accomplishments.  

Students have the opportunity to be-
come Presidential Scholars based on 
two paths of accomplishment. The ma-
jority of the Scholars are selected on the 
basis of broad academic achievement. 
Approximately twenty additional stu-

http://www.linkedin.com/e/gis/51547/46B3A941F0B8
http://www.linkedin.com/e/gis/51547/46B3A941F0B8
http://www.linkedin.com/e/gis/51547/46B3A941F0B8
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=10732811930
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=10732811930
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=10732811930
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to attend recitals, receptions and cere-
monies. To commemorate their achieve-
ment, the Scholars are awarded the 
Presidential Scholars medallion at a 
ceremony sponsored by the White 
House.  In recent years, NRW has bene-
fited from the growing input and leader-
ship of alumni through the Presidential 
Scholars Association.  An active commit-
tee helps federal staff to plan and imple-
ment the June events with an eye to en-
suring that each new Scholars class feels 
supported by and welcomed into the 
alumni community.  

Since 1983, all Scholars have been asked 
to identify those educators who have 
most influenced them. These educators 
are also invited to attend National Rec-
ognition Week. There, they are honored 
at a special reception recognizing their 
efforts and presented with the Teacher 
Recognition Award. 

Now entering its 45th year, this unique 
federal program has honored over 6,000 
Scholars, who have demonstrated lead-
ership, scholarship, and contribution to 
school and community. The work of the 
Commission on Presidential Scholars 
reaffirms, on behalf of the President, the 
Nation‘s commitment to education. 

2009 brings changes to the Presidential 
Scholars Program. The selection and 
application process remain the same, but 
we bid a fond farewell to our current 
Commission and welcome a new group 
of Presidential appointees this spring.  

vancement in the Arts nominates ap-
proximately 60 students who meet the 
candidacy requirements. Candidacy ma-
terials are mailed to the selected stu-
dents, and they are invited to apply to 
the program by submitting essays, self-
assessments, secondary school reports 
and transcripts for review.  

A review committee of qualified indi-
viduals experienced in secondary and 
post-secondary education evaluates can-
didates on their academic achievement, 
personal characteristics, leadership and 
service activities, and an analysis of their 
essay. Approximately 500 candidates are 
named semifinalists and forwarded to 
the Commission for further review. All 
arts nominees submitting candidacy 
materials become semifinalists. 

In April, the Commission on Presidential 
Scholars reviews the applications of all 
semifinalists based on the same criteria 
used by the review committee. The Com-
mission selects up to 121 academic schol-
ars and up to 20 arts scholars. All schol-
ars are honored for their accomplish-
ments during National Recognition 
Week, held in June in Washington, D.C. 

Presidential Scholars are guests of the 
Commission during NRW and enjoy an 
expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., 
to meet with government officials, edu-
cators, authors, musicians, scientists and 
other accomplished individuals. During 
the week, scholars have the opportunity 
to visit museums and monuments, and 

P RES ID EN T IA L  S C H OL A R  S EL EC T ION  P ROC E SS  ( C O N T I N U E D )  
B y  S I M O N E  O L S O N  

NOTABLE ALUMNUS: SHAUN BAKER (PS ’87 NY) 
B y  J O H N  K N O X  

Anderson.  Audiences may remember Baker as 

Russell the Jamaican music editor on the Fox 

series ―Living Single‖ with Queen Latifah.  

Baker, also an accomplished stage actor, was 

nominated for an NAACP Theater Award for his 

work in ―Homework‖ with Kim Coles.  Baker is 

also an accomplished public speaker.  He has 

been a finalist at the area, club and division 

levels in the Toastmasters International Speech 

Competition.  Shaun Baker lives in New York 

and Los Angeles with his wife Julie, son Julian, 

and daughter Siara.  

Two years after he took the stage at the Ken-

nedy Center and was honored by President 

Ronald Reagan as a Presidential Scholar repre-

senting New York, Shaun moved to Los Angeles 

to establish a successful acting career in film, 

television and theater. Baker has appeared in 

the films ―House Party,‖ ―Grand Canyon‖ and 

―Blowing Smoke.‖  Some of his television ap-

pearances have included ―CSI Miami,‖ ―NYPD 

Blue‖ and ―The District.‖  He was a series star 

on television in ―Where I Live‖ with Doug E. 

Doug, ―The Show‖ and ―V.I.P.‖ with Pamela 

and who have taken the SAT or ACT dur-
ing the two-year window that begins in 
October 2006 and runs through October 
2008 (for the recognition cycle conclud-
ing in June, 2009). Students meeting 
these requirements are automatically 
considered for participation.  

The selection of approximately 3,300 
academic candidates is made based on 
SAT and ACT scores. Test scores in each 
of the states/jurisdictions are reviewed, 
and the sum of SAT math and critical 
reading scores is compared to the ACT 
Sum of Scores. Each student‘s highest 
test score (in a single test administra-
tion) is identified, and in each state, 
scores are ranked from high to low. Ap-
proximately twenty females and twenty 
males are selected as candidates from 
each state, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and from 
U.S. citizens living abroad. Students are 
considered in their states of legal resi-
dence, unless they have lived abroad for 
two years or more. Candidacy materials 
are mailed to students for participation 
in the program. Application is by invita-
tion only; therefore, students may not 
apply independently to the Program, nor 
may their schools nominate them. 

For the arts component of the Program, 
students must register for Youn-
gARTSTM, a national program identifying 
and recognizing young people demon-
strating excellence in the arts. Upon 
completion of the YoungARTSTM pro-
gram, the National Foundation for Ad-

Shaun Baker (PS ’87 NY) 
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The Presidential Scholars Program is a nonpartisan, 

public-private partnership designed to recognize and pro-

vide leadership development experiences for the nation’s 

most outstanding graduating high-school seniors.  It is not 

a scholarship program, but it is one of the Nation’s highest 

honors for high school students.  The 141 students named 

annually as Presidential Scholars represent excellence in 

education and the promise of greatness in young people. 

The Presidential Scholars Foundation is a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) corporation, founded in 1989 to help support the 

program.  The Foundation is the sole organization author-

ized by the Commission to raise funds for the Presidential 

Scholars Program, and has a twenty-plus-year track re-

cord of raising and managing contributions on behalf of the 

program. 

The Presidential Scholars Association is a group of 

Presidential Scholar alumni working together to create 

both a vibrant network of Presidential scholars and oppor-

tunities for new scholars and alumni to get to know each 

other and interact. 

Please send a check payable to the Presidential 
Scholars Foundation to: 

Presidential Scholars Foundation 
Deirdre Simon, Secretary-Treasurer 
c/o International Schools Services 

15 Roszel Road 
Princeton, NJ 08540 

 
 

Or donate by credit card online! 
Give via PayPal by clicking on the ―Donate‖ button at 

the Presidential Scholars Foundation website: 
http://www.presidentialscholars.org/support.asp 

Because no federal funds are mandated to support 
NRW, each year the Presidential Scholars Foundation 
raises funds from public and private sources to provide 
housing, transportation, meals, and enrichment 
activities for scholars during NRW.  Your generous 
support will help continue the tradition! 

Your financial support is needed for 
future classes of Presidential Scholars! 

NRW 2009 DEPENDS ON THE GENEROUS DONATIONS FROM ALUMNI,  
FAMILIES OF SCHOLARS, AND ALUMNI-AFFILIATED COMPANIES 

Thank you to all those who have already given to help support the program and NRW! 

Family of Samuel Haber (PS ‘07) 

Family of Aman Kumar (PS ‘05) 

Family of Leah Libresco (PS ‘07) 

Family of Timothy Moon (PS ‘07) 

Family of Jeffrey Rosen (PS ‘07) 

Uma Samant (PS ‘00) 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Senechal (PS ‘65) 

Family of Benjamin Shaby (PS ‘97) 

Family of Reema Shah (PS ‘07) 

Duane and Haley Smith 

Family of Jennifer Sternad (PS ‘00) 

Samantha Stoddard (PS ‘90) 

Family of Patricia Tsai (PS ‘07) 

Family of Daniel Viox (PS ‘07) 

Family of Bret Voith (PS ‘07) 

Family of Craig Western (PS ‘07) 

John and Suwei Zhou 

Allinder-Anestis Family Charity 

Scott Rothkopf (PS ‘95) 

McKinsey & Company 

The Boston Consulting Group  

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Goodman (PS ‘95) 

Dr. John (PS ‘83) and Pamela Knox  

Family of Natalie Como (PS ‘07) 

Kristiana Garcia (PS ‘95) 

Family of Caleb Graham (PS ‘06) 

Gloria Hwang and Steven Hetts (PS ‘92) 

Dr. Anisha Abraham (PS ‘86) 

Family of Matthew Austin (PS ‘03) 

Marilee Benson in honor of David Tao (PS ‘07) 

Marcy Brown in honor of Billy Buss (PS ‘06) 

Brendan Carrington (PS ‘00) 

Family of Bryan Chen (PS ‘03) 

Family of Jennifer Claytor (PS ‘06) 

Laura J. David (PS ‘70) 

Dr. Linda Falcão (PS ‘78) 

Andrew Farke and Sarah Nichols (both PS ‘99) 

Avery Gardiner (PS ‘93) and Edwin U 

Jonathan Magruder (PS ‘04) 

Stephanie Waters (PS ‘99) 

Lynette Miller (PS ‘72) 

Teres Knirck for Jason Knirck (PS ‘89) 

Jodi Pederson (PS ‘91) 

Kyle Haddad-Fonda (PS ‘05) 

Patrick Barron and Juliet Wong Barron 

Tamara Fountain (PS ‘91) 

Family of David Kale (PS ‘00) 

Philip (PS ‘91)  and Dawn Nadeau 

Jesse Baker 

Matt Anestis (PS ‘91) 

Brian Abrams (PS ‘96) 

Family of Kirsti Campbell (PS ‘08) 

Richard Brown for Shauna Brown (PS ‘95) 

National Fdn. for Advance ment of the Arts 

Family of Craig Western (PS ‘07) 

GMAC Financial Services 

Brian Gongol (PS ‘97) 

Visit us on the web at: 

www.presidentialscholars.org 

http://www.presidentialscholars.org/support.asp
http://www.presidentialscholars.org

